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On May i5th, 1921, general elections were held, and
SIgnor Mussolini who had secured only 5,000 votes in
Milan in 1919, was returned by large majorities in three
constituencies, of which he chose Milan. In his first
speech to the Chamber, on June 2ist, he surprised the
deputies, who thought that he was only some new kind
of agitator, with a closely reasoned and scarifying review
of the Government's foreign policy. Of Communism he
said:

" We deny the existence of two classes, because there are
many more than two classes in society. We deny that
human history can be explained in terms of economics. We
affirm that the true story of capitalism is now beginning,
because capitalism is not a system of oppression only, but
also a selection of values, a co-ordination of hierarchies, a
more amply developed sense of individual responsibilities."

By 1921 the Black Shirts had won their way to the
heart of the masses and had made a deep impression on
the middle classes. They were young, Idealistic, flexible
in their methods; they had no ponderous Marxian theory
to impose; their purpose was to see that order was pre-
served, that citizens could go about their business un-
molested, and that the Crucifix and the Italian flag were
not insulted. In short, that life went on.

Under Socialist-Communist administration life had
been coming to a standstill. The Posts and Telegraphs
functioned so badly that a telegram sometimes took a
week to get from one part of Italy to another. Streets
were rarely swept, municipal employees swarmed in every
office, doing little but increase the rates. The railways
were a byword for dirt, delay, and bribery. The tram-
ways in Milan, which under a private company had
earned a profit, riow showed a heavy deficit.

In September, 1931, Italo Balbo, a young demobilized